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“Vincent D’Addario: A Life in Photography” – To 
be on exhibit at the Holyoke Public Library 
 
Opening:   Saturday, June 8, 10:30 AM 
On view:   June 8 – July 5, 2019 
Where:      Holyoke Public Library, 250 Chestnut 

St., Holyoke, MA 
Contact:   (413) 420-8107 
 
 
 

 

The Holyoke History Room of the Holyoke Public Library plans to exhibit a 
selection of the photographs of Holyoke-based photographer Vincent S. 
D’Addario throughout the Library beginning on June 8th.  Thirty-three 
photographs were selected from a collection of thousands of D’Addario’s prints 
and negatives that came to the History Room in 2016-2018.   
 
D’Addario (1930-2011), known as Vinnie to friends and family, began to 
experiment with photography as a teenager using cameras left behind by his 
older brother Raymond, an Army photographer.  Around the same time, Ray 
himself was being assigned to photograph the Nazi war crimes trials taking place 
in Nuremberg, Germany.  Vincent also became an Army photographer in the early 
1950s.  After completing his service, Vincent returned to his native Holyoke and 
built a successful career as a freelance commercial, news, portrait, and art 
photographer. Many of his news and human interest photographs were published 
in the Springfield Union News and Springfield Republican.  Images selected and 
reproduced for the exhibit illustrate the development and breadth of D’Addario’s 
craft as a film photographer.  Many are small masterpieces that reveal 
D’Addario’s wit, skill, and ability to anticipate the perfect shot.  Taken as a whole, 
his work provides rich documentation of social and cultural life in greater Holyoke 
and the Pioneer Valley from the 1950s through the 1980s. 
 
The exhibit opens on June 8 with a talk at 10:30 AM in the Library’s Community 
Room by James Gehrt, photographer, Digital Projects Lead at Mount Holyoke 



College and adjunct professor in the history of photography at Simmons 
University. Gehrt notes that “His photographic work carries on a long tradition of 
documenting the human condition through images. Be it the simple joys of life, 
the sadness of catastrophic events, the victory in sport, or documenting the rulers 
of society, Vincent’s images capture what it is to be human, just as a Roman 
sculptor or a Dutch painter did in their times.”  
 
The exhibit, which will be on view on the ground floor and third floor of the 
Library from June 8 through July 5, is supported in part by a grant from the 
Holyoke Local Cultural Council, a local agency which is supported by the Mass 
Cultural Council, a state agency.   
 
For more information, contact Holyoke History Room Archivist Eileen Crosby at 
(413) 420-8107.  History Room webpage: http://www.holyokelibrary.org/historyabout.asp 

 

 
 

 

http://www.holyokelibrary.org/historyabout.asp

