
 

MEDIA ADVISORY 
For Immediate Release: September 22, 2021 
 

Media Contact: Maria G Pagan, Library Director 

413-420-8101 

library@holyoke.org 
 

A hybrid (in-person and remote participation) event! 
 

Estímulos PPCultura 2017 Award Winning Documentary “Yo, el inmigrante.” 

To screen at Holyoke City Hall Auditorium 

With special appearance by Mario A. Agudelo, Director and Producer 

and L. Orlando Isaza, El inmigrante 
 

Based on the topic, immigration in the United States, this powerful film tells the story of an 

immigrant whose journey in strange lands brings out the best in himself and becomes a 

recognized leader who brings his great values to this American society. 
 

WHAT:   Film screening and discussion of Yo, el inmigrante. 

WHERE:   Holyoke City Hall Auditorium 

536 Dwight St., 2nd Floor 

WHEN:   6:30pm to 8pm 

SPEAKERS:  Mario A. Agudelo, Director and Producer and 

L. Orlando Isaza, El inmigrante 

DETAILS:  Free and open to the public; a hybrid (in-person and remote 

participation) event; for more information, call or e-mail 

Maria G Pagan, Library Director at  

(413) 420-8101 or library@holyoke.org or visit www.holyokelibrary.org. 

 

 

Holyoke, MA – “Yo, el inmigrante”, premio Estímulos PPCultura 2017 winning documentary 

will screen at Holyoke City Hall Auditorium on Wednesday, October 6, 2021, at 6:30pm. The 

film will be screened in Spanish with English subtitles. This event is the film’s first premiere in 

the United States as part of Hispanic Heritage Month celebrations. 
 

Mario A. Agudelo Montoya and Jaqueline Gutiérrez’s heartrending documentary follows the 

remarkable story of one Latino immigrant, L. Orlando Isaza, as he embarks on a new journey in 

strange land. Orlando managed to escape from a destiny marked by violence, crime, or the armed 

path of rebellion against an unjust system, of great inequalities in Colombia. He almost 

succumbed to the difficulty of integrating into a new culture in the U.S. and getting his desire for 



justice and opportunities for all on track; he finally brings out the best in himself and becomes a 

recognized leader who brings his great values to this American society. 
 

Compelling, deeply human, Yo, el inmigrante. is a story about immigration, the power of unity, 

and the courage it takes to find your voice. The film has sparking dialogue around issues of 

facing disregard, disrespect, exclusion, dislocation, fear, discrimination, and failure--but also 

reinvention and success. 
 

This screening is sponsored by Instituto Colombiano Jaime Isaza Cadavid, Holyoke Public 

Library Corporation, City of Holyoke, Springfield Technical Community College, Latin 

American Library, which are working to achieve lives transformation experiences through 

intellectual, cultural, and economic engagement while becoming thoughtful, committed, and 

socially responsible citizens. The Holyoke Public Library is screening the film as an example of 

unity, partnership, perseverance and supports for life success. 
 

For more information/reservation, send email to library@holyoke.org . To view Yo, el 

inmigrante trailer, click here. For more information about the Holyoke Public Library, visit 

www.holyokelibrary.org. 
 

Director and Producer: Mario A. Agudelo Montoya bio: Productor y director independiente en 

Independiente Profesor de Montaje, Narrativa documental, Investigación II desde 2015 en el 

Politécnico Colombiano Jaime Isaza Cadavid. 

• Asistente de fotografía del Cortometraje “GATO POR LIEBRE”, 1985. 

• Asistente de fotografía del cortometraje: “LOS MÚSICOS”, 

• ganadora del Festival Internacional de Cine en Cartagena, 1986 y Mejor fotografía en el 

Festival de cine de Bogotá del mismo año.  

• Asistente de sonido del cortometraje “CUESTIÓN DE HONOR”, 1986.  

• Finalista en varios festivales de cine latino en Europa, 1987.  

• Asistente de arte: “RODRIGO D NO FUTURO”, Ganadora del Festival de Cine Latino en 

New York. Premio de la prensa especializada en el Festival de Cine de la Habana. 1988.  

• Participante en el Festival de Cannes. 

• Director y guionista del documental “UNA TIERRA, UNA FAMILIA”, Premio “Concurso 

Nacional Nueva Familia”. 1997 

• Director, camarógrafo y guionista de documentales realizados en Italia e Israel, desde 1999, 

tales como:  

• “GIUBILEO DELL’ ANNO 2000” (video promocional de esta celebración, 

grabado en Italia e Israel con emisión en siete idiomas para diferentes países.  

• “IL SIGNORE VI HA ASPETTATO QUI” (documental sobre Juan Pablo II en 

Israel) 2000.  

• “DOMUS GALILAEAE” sobre el primer encuentro inter-religioso entre judíos y 

cristianos, celebrado en Israel en el año 2005 y "LOS ÚLTIMOS DÍAS DE JUAN 

PABLO II" en 2007. 

• Asistente de dirección y camarógrafo de la serie “PAISAS, MEMORIA DE UN 

PUEBLO”, Premio Nacional Simón Bolívar 2008.  

• Productor, director, guionista, camarógrafo y editor de los documentales:  

• “EL PUTAS DE AGUADAS”, Premio III Festival de Cine de Oriente 2010.  

•  “YO, EL INMIGRANTE”, premio Estímulos PPCultura 2017. 

mailto:library@holyoke.org
https://youtu.be/xv8-7M28vlM
http://www.holyokelibrary.org/


Main Character: Luis Orlando León Isaza bio: Luis Orlando Isaza, an immigrant in the United 

States, lived in Colombia for the first 18 years of his life marked by misery and violence. A 

scholarship changed its destiny. For 54 years he dedicated his efforts in North America to the 

academy, to art and to the vindication of the rights of minorities, of the neediest, receiving all 

kinds of recognition. 
 

Now that he returns to Colombia, he tries to gather the fragments of his life and faces the 

dilemma of settling in his native land, a strange country for him after so many absences, or 

staying in the United States, and contributing again to his adoptive homeland, in the hands of 

those who want to turn back the social gains for which he fought so much. 
 

The Holyoke Public Library Corporation: Is a private organization incorporated in 1870, is 

governed by a 13-member Board of Directors.  
 

The mission is to provide the citizens of Holyoke with the tools and opportunities to improve 

themselves and their quality of life while promoting literacy, the enjoyment of reading and life-

long learning through the provision of equal access to library materials, services, facilities, 

technology, up-to-date resources and programs to meet the educational, informational, social, 

cultural, and recreational needs for residents of all ages and abilities in the City of Holyoke and 

surrounding areas. 
 

The goal is to promote literacy and to promote endeavors which will stimulate and expand the 

reading interests of both children and adults, and to coordinate this work with that of other 

educational, social, and cultural groups in the community.  
 

The library services are free and open to all. Providing general circulation and reference services 

for adult, young adult, and children, and furnishes guidance and encouragement in the use of the 

Library and its resources. Every effort is made to assist patrons in locating information and/or 

library materials and accommodating special requests.  

 


