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Summer Reading Programs 
 

From June 30- August first, the Holyoke Library will be presenting their Summer Reading programs. 

    LEVEL UP AT YOUR LIBRARY! 

               
Play is one of the ways we learn to relate to others. Level Up at Your Library reminds us that libraries are not just a 

space for knowledge; they are a space for fun!   

The Children’s room, Teen room and Adult Services will have many fun activities all summer to keep everyone 

engaged and entertained. Level Up at Your Library is an all-ages summer reading program based around puzzles and 

games. Check out THIS VIDEO and the HPL website for more info.  

 

We hope to see you all this summer! See our full listing of events on page 2.  

  Our Summer Reading Kick-Off party was held 

on June 26th and was a fun start to the Summer 

Reading program. And was a great success!  

 
The Children’s, Teen and Adult librarians were all 
outside engaged with parents and kids. 
 

   
 
Balloons created by Bruce Bowey - an award-
winning family entertainer who delights audiences 
with his hilarious blend of magic tricks, 
ventriloquism and balloon twisting. 

http://www.holyokelibrary.org/
https://youtu.be/Xi2i8SMgv-Q
https://www.holyokelibrary.org/
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Children’s Room News 
Holyoke Library Children’s Room 

 

In addition to the Summer Reading programs we 
will continue with our regular programs. 
Check out our programs: 

  
 
New Book Collection 
Also, the Children’s Room has recently started a small 
collection of Haitian Creole books in the children's 
room, located near the Spanish section. 
These will have a blue and red spine label and the call 
number will start with J/L for Juvenile Language. 
 

   
 
Summer Story times are Saturday at 10am and 
Tuesday afternoons at 4pm, for all ages.

 
 

Parent and Caretaker Resources 
The library also offers many online suggestions for 
parents and caretakers. Check out Resources online. 
 
Children's Room Newsletter 
Keep up to date with everything happening in the 
Library's Children's Room by subscribing to our 
newsletter, sent out every month! Fill out this short 
form or email to subscribe! 
 

To see what we have available, please email our 
children's librarian Nathan at 

nhayes@holyokelibrary.org or Rene at 
rpellissier@holyokelibrary.org 

Call the Children's Room at 413-420-8105! 
 

 

Summer Reading 2025 
 

Check out the full list of activities! 
   

 
 

 
 

Teen Room News  
 

 

Teen Room Community Resources 
Nuestras Raices: Programs agriculture, sustainability, 

health, and culture Plus much more! 

- If you have any questions, email our teen 

librarian Robin at rsiniaho@holyokelibrary.org or 

call 413-420-8119.  CHECK our INSTAGRAM PAGE! 

https://www.instagram.com/holyokelibraryteens/ 
 

https://www.holyokelibrary.org/Pages/Index/227720/parent-teacher-resources
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1KlTbXZKJCYNMfgJiNYvxb1c_alxbtcKkd9sicky-1gk/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1KlTbXZKJCYNMfgJiNYvxb1c_alxbtcKkd9sicky-1gk/edit
https://nuestras-raices.org/youth/
https://www.holyokelibrary.org/Pages/Index/226882/community-resources
mailto:vwhite@holyokelibrary.org
https://www.instagram.com/holyokelibraryteens/
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Library of Things 
 

The Holyoke Library is happy to announce the 

expansion of our “Library of Things”. A library 

of things is any collection of non-traditional 

items such as kitchen appliances, electronics, 

toys and games, art, science kits, craft supplies, 

and more to be loaned out. 

 
We now have available to check out: 

Corn Hole set 

Pickleball rackets and ball set 

Portable Walkman-style CD player 

Bicycle repair kit with pump 

Button machine 

Projector 

Portable DVD player 

Karaoke machine 

Cassette player and mics 

 
These and more can be found on the ground 

floor near the new books. 

Also coming soon: a Giant Jenga Game and a 

Giant Sorry Game.   
 

*These items will all circulate for 14 days with 

no renewals and no holds. 

HPL Library of Things Guidelines (English / 

Español) 

Ask at the front desk for more information or 

Library Hours 
 

June 2025- September 2025 

Monday - Thursday - 8:30am to 8:30pm  

Friday - Saturday – 8:30am-4:00pm,  
(Closed: Sundays, Holidays and select Saturdays,) 
Check the library calendar for specific dates. 
  
Computers shut down 30 minutes before closing 

time. 

* IF Holyoke CITY HALL CLOSES DUE TO 

INCLEMENT WEATHER THE HOLYOKE 

LIBRARY IS ALSO CLOSED. 
 

Holyoke History Room Hours 
The History Room has more limited hours than the 
rest of the library.  Please click here for details 
 

 

Don't have a Public Library Card?  
Click here, fill out the form and a Library Staff 

member will contact you to schedule a time when you 
may stop by and pick up your new library card. 

 

Mobile Printing and 

Faxing Available 
 

Need to print from your computer or mobile 

device? Don't have a printer?  
Use this: 
- Printing from your laptop or mobile device: 

    Open your browser, go to print.princh.com 
and enter the 6-digit library code (109284) to 
select the printer or click this link Princh.com, 
to have the number prepopulated. 
- When printing at the library: locate the print 
guide poster near the printer and scan the QR 
code.  
-Once on Princh.com, Upload your document, 
enter your email, proceed to the Print Release 

Terminal and pay for your print job. 
- Then, once your documents are sent, come to 
the library to pick them up. Click for more info 

If you require further help, you can always ask 
staff for help. 

 
Need to send a Fax? From your phone or 
computer/tablet, go to Faxscan24.com and 
follow instructions to input fax number and 
payment. Also, Fax in person from our public 
use fax machine on the first floor. 

 

https://piperlibraryfiles.com/ckfinder/connector?command=Proxy&lang=en&type=Holyoke&currentFolder=%2F&hash=3080f2dd34b1d4124c525be11b743936d8463438&fileName=Holyoke%20Public%20Library%20Library%20of%20Things.pdf
https://piperlibraryfiles.com/ckfinder/connector?command=Proxy&lang=en&type=Holyoke&currentFolder=%2F&hash=3080f2dd34b1d4124c525be11b743936d8463438&fileName=Library%20of%20things%20Spanish.pdf
https://www.holyokelibrary.org/Pages/Index/227251/history-room-hours-more
https://www.holyokelibrary.org/Pages/Index/226699/get-renew-or-replace-a-library-card
http://print.princh.com/?pid=109284
https://www.holyokelibrary.org/Pages/Index/227266/print-from-your-own-computer-or-mobile-device
https://faxscan24.net/FaxUser/#/send-fax
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History Room News 
Eileen Crosby, Archivist 

 

 
 

On the third floor:  

Tuesdays 10-2 & 3-6; Wednesdays and Thursdays 10-

4 (Closed Monday and Fridays except by 

appointment)  

See the History Room webpage for changes to hours 

and vacation closures. 

historyroom@holyokelibrary.org (413) 420-8107 

 

 

Drop In Genealogy Lab 

Fourth Wednesdays 2:30 - 5:00 PM 

 

The History Room brings in 2 professional genealogists 

once a month to offer free, one-on-one assistance to 

family history researchers.   

Hillary Schau has broad experience with many types 

of research hurdles. 

Irisneri Alicea Flores specializes in Spanish-language 

sources.  

 

Summer Lab Hours:  2:30 - 5:00 (Hillary Schau - 2:30-

4:30; Irisneri Alicea Flores, 3:00-5:00). 

 

Come for help or just to share your progress. 

Upcoming dates:  July 23 & August 27. 

 

 
 

Need help with general research or beginning 

genealogy?  Stop by the History Room whenever we 

are open.     

 

ONL I NE  RES OU R C E S  
 

* A library card is needed to access 

some of our online resources. 

Don't have a Public Library Card? 

Get one from the Holyoke Public Library! 

Click https://holyoke.cwmars.org/eg/opac/register 

and fill out the form and a Library Staff member 

will contact you to schedule a time when you 

may stop by and pick up your new library card. 

To learn what you can access with your Holyoke 

Public Library card, check out re-Discover Your 

Public Library. 
 

THE LIBRARY OFFERS MANY ONLINE RESOURCES 

WHICH CAN BE VIEWED ON OUR WEBSITE AT 

HTTP://HOLYOKELIBRARY.ORG/REFERENCEDATABASES.ASP , 

LIBRARY OR FOR   CHILDREN’S ONLINE RESOURCES 

 

SOME OF THESE ONLINE SITES INCLUDE: 

NEWSPAPERS ONLINE 

Explore our new full-color image edition of The 

Springfield Republican! All you need is a Holyoke 

library card number. 

Check out other Massachusetts newspapers here. 
 

 EDUCATION 

Online Courses and Continue Education Classes 

 
Online Non-Credit Courses Tutorial 

 

LEARN NEW SKILLS 

 
Rocket Languages Tutorial 
 

 
Job & Career Accelerator combines everything you 
need for a successful job search into one easy-to-use 
online application. 
 

mailto:historyroom@holyokelibrary.org
https://holyoke.cwmars.org/eg/opac/register
http://holyokelibrary.org/ckfinder/userfiles/files/reDiscover%20your%20public%20library%20color%20handout%2010%2025%2018.pdf
http://holyokelibrary.org/ckfinder/userfiles/files/reDiscover%20your%20public%20library%20color%20handout%2010%2025%2018.pdf
http://holyokelibrary.org/referencedatabases.asp
http://holyokelibrary.org/serviceschildren.asp
https://infoweb.newsbank.com/apps/news/user/librarycard/HolyokePublicLibrary?destination=browse-multi%3Fp%3DNewsBank%26t%3Dfavorite%253ARBSSRWEA%2521Republican%2520Collection
https://infoweb.newsbank.com/iw-search/we/Homepage?p_action=doc&p_theme=current&p_nbid=R73D5DAVMTU5NjA0MDU3NC45NjAzNTM6MToxMjo1MC4yNTAuMzQuNjE
https://my.nicheacademy.com/holyoke/course/776
https://my.nicheacademy.com/holyoke/course/424
https://www.learningexpresshub.com/ProductEngine/LELIndex.html#/learningexpresslibrary/libraryhome?AuthToken=F7286D40-5ED9-4A12-99AD-0C39D7F6ED38
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 Resource Spotlight:  

 

 
 

Ancestry Library Edition:  

Free to use from all Library Computers. Gives access 

to US, Canadian and international records. 

 

 
We are a Family Search Affiliate Library!  Create a 

free personal account at FamilySearch and log into it 

from any Library Computer.  Our new Affiliate Library 

status allows you get to far more original records than 

are available from home.  

Questions?  Stop by the History Room during open 

hours. 

 

Projects:  

 

We have an App!  Explore Holyoke’s older and more 
recent history with the History Room’s City of Stories 

app of bilingual walking 

tours of The Flats and 

South Holyoke.  Search for 

“City of Stories Holyoke” 
where you get apps. This 

summer, we are working 

on adding audio (and 

better audio) to each stop 

on the tours.   

 

Check it out at our interactive kiosk on the Third Floor 

or download it yourself! Made possible by a grant 

from Mass Humanities. 

App store link     Google Play link 

 

Thank You! 

 

Thanks to all who attended the seven lectures and 

workshops we hosted over the course of the Spring. In 

March, we were also glad to welcome students from 

HCC’s Education in America class, who dug into 
materials on schooling in Holyoke and asked great 

questions.   

In April, we designed a 

private professional 

development experience 

for staff from Wayfinders, 

who explored our 

extensive collection of 

documents on local urban 

planning and renewal. The 

History Room is now 

working on scheduling 

events for the fall.  

And, as always, much thanks to the interns and 

volunteers who keep our work moving forward.  

 

Reference Dept. Programs 
 

 
 

 
 

Keep checking our website for more events at 

Holyoke Library Calendar. You can also call the 

reference desk at 413-420-8106. 

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/city-of-stories-holyoke/id6502908772
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.stqry.android.app5523&hl=en_US
https://www.holyokelibrary.org/Pages/Index/226845/calendar
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Important Message on 
Funding Cuts 

 

Message from Massachusetts Board of Library 

Commissioners (MBLC) Director, Maureen Amyot 

 

 
 
Federal Uncertainty Causes Cuts 
On March 14, 2025, President Trump signed 
Executive Order 14238 eliminating the Institute of 
Museum and Library Services (IMLS). 
 
"The President has determined that the Institute of 

Museum and Library Services is 'unnecessary.' But 

we know the opposite to be true. We know that 

welcoming ALL, including diverse voices in our 

collections, and providing free and equitable access 

to library services make public libraries the 

cornerstone of a free democratic society,” said 
Director Amyot. "Libraries change people’s lives. 
That’s why these reductions in critical library 
services hurt. .." 
 
At the annual Massachusetts Library Association 
conference, MBLC Director Maureen Amyot 
addressed the impact of ongoing federal uncertainty 
caused by the executive order and spoke about the 
MBLC’s efforts to preserve as many federally 
funded statewide services as possible. Director 
Amyot announced the FY2026 plan for statewide 
research databases, the statewide eBook program, 
and the Commonwealth Catalog. 
 
The MBLC spends close to $2.2 million of its 
federal allocation to fund statewide research 
databases, an amount that cannot be made up in state 
funding.  Databases provide every Massachusetts 
resident with trustworthy online content covering 
topics such as science, health, history, biographies, 
and more. Last year, there were over 9 million full-
text downloads from research databases, an increase 
of 12% in just one year. Sixty percent of database 
usage comes from schools. Starting on July 1, 2025, 
statewide research database offerings will be 
significantly reduced.  
 

Support for the eBooks will continue.  Residents 
borrowed close to two million eBooks and 
audiobooks through LEA last year, an increase of 
19% in just one year. The funding for the 
Commonwealth Catalog (ComCat) will also 
continue for FY2026.  More than 103,000 items 
were borrowed through ComCat last year. 
Maintaining these services comes with the 
elimination of services that were announced in April 
and the MBLC anticipates announcing further 
reductions in the coming weeks.  
 
In Massachusetts, there were 28 million visits to 
public libraries last year and people borrowed more 
than 59 million items. Since 1996, federal funding 
from IMLS has been essential in ensuring the 
Commonwealth’s residents have equitable access to 
library services regardless of geographic location, 
social or economic status, age, level of physical or 
intellectual ability, or cultural background.  
 
Visit the MBLC website.   
 

Holyoke Summer Cooling 
Stations 

  
 

There is hot, and then there is hot! Extreme heat is a 
period of high heat and humidity with temperatures 
above 90 degrees for at least two to three days. 
Extreme heat is responsible for the highest number 
of annual deaths among all weather-related hazards. 
If you do not have AC, cooling stations are available 
around Holyoke. The Holyoke library is a 
designated cooling station. 
 
Also Check out - Holyoke Mall, the Senior Center 

and Pouliot Pool at 575 Maple St, Holyoke, MA 
01040. Open - 9am-6pm.  Day passes are $3. 
Maximum cost for families is $20. Kids under 6 are 
free. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/03/continuing-the-reduction-of-the-federal-bureaucracy/
https://mblc-newsroom-static.s3.amazonaws.com/collateral/official-docs/lsta/5594f6c0_federal-funding-in-massachusetts-libraries-2025_download.pdf
https://mblc-newsroom-static.s3.amazonaws.com/collateral/official-docs/lsta/5594f6c0_federal-funding-in-massachusetts-libraries-2025_download.pdf
https://mblc.state.ma.us/news/news-releases/2022/nr220524.php
https://mblc.state.ma.us/news/news-releases/2022/nr220524.php
https://mblc.state.ma.us/news/news-releases/2025/nr250403.php
https://mblc.state.ma.us/news/news-releases/2025/nr250520.php
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Thank You Donors! 

As the Holyoke library ended its fiscal year on June 30th, 
we take a look back in gratitude at all of the people, 
companies, and organizations who have supported us. 

We thank you all for your generous support whether you 
are a long-time contributor or a new donor. 
Thank you, Thank you, Thank you!! 
 
List of donors for Fiscal year 2025: 
 

Ellen Abbott 
Juan Alfonso Alfonso 
Anonymous donors 
Edward & Tara Armstrong 
Douglas Arnold 
Barbara Baran 
Michael Baron 
Thomas and Lora Barrett 
Lisa Unger Baskin 
Joshua Beauregard 
Richard Berrena 
Karen T Betournay 
William Bevan 
Evan Bollinger 
Elbert & Bernice Bowler 
Brad Matthew Jewelers 
Eileen M Bresnahan 
Bresnahan Insurance 
Agency, Inc. 
Danielle Brown 
j Michael Buchanan 
Mary A Bunnell 
Barbara Byrne 
Sandy Cahillane 
Helen D Callaghan 
roxann Callender 
Susan K Carey 
Christine E Casey 
Katharine Childs Jones 
William R Collamore 
Patricia B Comings 
Community Foundation of 
Western Massachusetts 
Conklin Office Furniture 
Patricia Creran 
Eleanor C Cress 
Stephen Cress 
Elizabeth Daignault 
Joan Daly 
Deborah Diemente 
Carolyn and John Dietel 
Dowd Financial Services, 
LLC 
Janet M Dreger 
Dan L Drexler 
John Driscoll 
Patricia Duffy 
Cheryl A Dugre 
James J Dunn Jr. 
Julie Dwight 

Brandon Eldredge 
Stephen Ellenburg 
Richard W Emerich 
Enlace de Familias de 
Holyoke 
Dianne Fanelli 
Robert Forrant 
Manuel Frau-Ramos 
Virginia Fuhringer 
Richard Geschke 
Thomas Gilchrist 
Deborah S Gold-Avery 
John Goodhue 
Anna-Maria Goossens 
Anne C Gorman 
Edmund J Gorman 
Karen J Griffin 
Miriam Gurowsky 
Mary Guyett 
Diane C Haarmann 
Eileen Haggerty 
bankESB 
Helen S Hartnett 
David Healey 
Kate Hebert 
Beverly Herbert 
Barbara Hogan 
Holyoke Cultural Council 
Holyoke Gas Electric Dept 
Holyoke Pediatric 
Associates 
Holyoke Rotary Club, Inc. 
Clayton Insurance Agency, 
Inc 
Blaine Karr 
Mary Beth Kelley 
Jennifer Kennedy 
Edith King 
Patricia Kmon 
Kenneth Knight 
Nancy Kocsmiersky 
Christine Koretz 
Kate Kruckemeyer 
Anthony Kuralowicz 
David J Lafond 
Elizabeth A Larivee 
Robert Lastowski 
Law Office of Iris A. Leahy 
Judith Lefebvre 
Dana Leibsohn 

Stephen J Levine 
Marie Mackin 
Maria Mahan 
Erich Manser 
Paula Rae Marcotte 
Marcotte Ford, Inc. 
Mass Foundation for the 
Humanities, Inc 
Mass. Surgical Supply, Inc 
Margaret A McCarthy 
George and Diane Mettey 
Joanne Miklasiewicz 
Richard Miller 
Patricia Mitchell 
Amy Mittelman 
Marysue Mooney 
James Motroni 
Mount Tom Lodge AF AM 
Marie Mueller 
Nicole Muller 
MaryAnn Munger 
Patricia Murphy 
Terence Murphy 
Elizabeth Nash 
Marc Natale 
Mary Ellen O'Connor 
Martha Olver 
One Holyoke Comm. 
Development 
Sharron O'Neil 
Orion Protective Services 
Inc 
David Ostrander 
Maria Pagan 
Deborah Panitch 
PeoplesBank 
John & Frankie Perdrizet 
Patty Peters 
Barbara Prackneck 
Laura Progulske 
Joan Pszeniczny 
Lilian Randall 
Hillary Rathbun 
Beth R Reardon 
Burton & Margie Resnic 
Louis & Clare Rigali 
Joan P Rigali 
Claudia Rivera 
Theodore Ruegsegger 
Robert Russell 

David Sacks 
Nao Sakurai 
Shelley F Schlegel 
Martin Schoenemann 
Jonathan S Schwab 
Lois Schwab 
Elizabeth Scully 
Michael & Karen Sheedy 
James M Sheehan 
Brian Smith 
Jeremy L Smith 
Vanessa L Smith 
Joanne Cassidy Spirito 
Florence J Stefancik 
Jeremy Hugh Steiger 
Louise Sugrue 
Christine Sullivan 
J.Jeffrey Sullivan 
Arlene J Swartz 
Violette Sweeney 
Martha Terry 
Barbara M Tierney 
Michael Trotman 
Barbara Ubertalli 
Charuvuthi and Ladda 
Upatham 
Aaron Vega 
Debra Vega - Broadway 
Brings Joy 
Clark E Wall 
Jennifer Walsh 
Sandra N Ward 
Osprey Limited 
Mark Wentling 
Bonnie Woods 
Mary L Zajac 
 
 
Want to support the library 
and add your name to this 

list? 
 

SCAN here: 

 

https://www.holyokelibrary.org/Pages/Index/229569/donate
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* Monthly Movie night 
 

Family Movie Night! / 

¡Noche de Películas para Familias! 

Every month. All are welcome. / Todos los meses. 

Todos están bienvenidos. 

¡Meriendas desponsibles! / Snacks available!  

 

 
 

 

 

 

Holyoke Public Library 

250 Chestnut St 

Holyoke, MA  01040 

 

 

 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
 
 

S T A Y  IN  T O UC H !  

HOLYOKE PUBLIC LIBRARY  

250 Chestnut St, Holyoke, MA  01040 

413-420-8101, library@holyoke.org 

Website: www.holyokelibrary.org/ 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/holyokepubliclibrary/ 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/HolyokeLibrary 

 

DEPARTMENT CONTACTS: 

Main Desk:   413-420-8101 

Reference Dept.:  413-420-8106 

Children’s Dept.:  413-420-8105 

Teen Dept.:   413-420-8119/ 

http://www.facebook.com/hplteenroom/  

History Room:   413-420-8107 

www.facebook.com/holyokehistoryroom/ 

Computer Room:  413-420-8118 

Fundraising:   413-420-8109 

mailto:library@holyoke.org
http://www.holyokelibrary.org/
http://www.facebook.com/holyokepubliclibrary/
https://twitter.com/HolyokeLibrary
http://www.facebook.com/hplteenroom/
file:///D:/Newsletters/2021/www.facebook.com/holyokehistoryroom/

